The Nisilin
marbles such as Assyrians used to carve and such as may
still be seen there in arched doorways. In the town was a
hospital and many colleges: outside were suburbs and
gardens, Christian convents whose sites have remained
unaltered in the hills around, and the shrine of Nebi Yunus
on the ruins of Nineveh itself.
And as the traveller left the Sinjar Gate, he would hardly
think of himself as a venturer into the desert, for he would
go northward through cherry and date orchards and
plantations of sugar-cane, till he came to an old Persian
city built of stone, where the roads to Sinjar and Nisibis
divide. This was Balad, now Eski Mosul, on the way to
Tell A'far. Here he would take the northern road and come
to Ba'aynatha, the centre of twenty-five fertile districts, the
richest and pleasantest of all Mesopotamia. And thence
to Barqa'id with three gates and more than two hundred
shops and many springs of water: and to Adhramah, in
the district of Bein-an-Nahrein, surrounded by double
walls and a ditch, with an arched bridge of stone across its
stream: and so finally to Roman Nisibis amid fields of
wheat and barley, famous for its white roses and forty
thousand gardens, its houses, bridge, and hospital, and baths,
its fruit and wine and . . . scorpions.
We will not follow the route as it goes on to Syria.
It is known to many people who drive their cars into
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